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So many of our friends 
and neighbors on 
the Western Slope 
are invested in 
HopeWest’s success. 
In 2015, more than 1,300 volunteers dedicated 
85,601 hours of their time to HopeWest which is a 
value of nearly $2 million dollars – wow! Without this 
generosity, our mission would not be possible. 

Each and every volunteer is a vital member of our 
team and their gift of time is as unique as those who 
contribute. That gift of time makes a difference in the 
happiness and comfort of others. 

We see the impact every day volunteers have on 
the lives of patients, families and employees. We 
also see how volunteering impacts the lives of our 
volunteers. I was reminded of this recently when I 
heard one of our event volunteers reflect on her 22 
years as a volunteer. Doing anything for 22 years is 
amazing, but volunteering? Isn’t HopeWest blessed 
to have such dedication? This volunteer stated 
that she gets joy out of knowing what she does for 
events ultimately helps anyone who may use the 
services of HopeWest. Simply amazing.

We are always looking to add to our family of 
volunteers. Whether someone is interested in 
providing companionship for patients and families, 
assisting with grief support groups, helping with 
music and art projects or greeting customers at 
Heirlooms, there is something for everyone. 

People with a passion for helping others make our 
work possible!

Christy Whitney 
Borchard,

President & CEO

06 03

02



02 03

Supporting one another 
through a unique partnership

HopeWest and Ilembula Palliative Care in 
Tanzania share a special bond despite being 
on opposite sides of the world.
HopeWest staff members reached out to Ilembula 
Palliative Care eight years ago to provide funding and 
resources from their own pockets to support people 
in rural Tanzania coping with serious illness. Since 
then, a strong partnership has developed. 

The needs of Ilembula Palliative Care were 
discovered through Global Partners in Caring, 
an organization that links African hospice and 
palliative care providers with American hospices for 
programmatic support, financial aid and technical 
assistance. 

One of the first HopeWest staff members to 
visit Tanzania and see the work they were doing 
was Terri Walter, Senior Vice President and Chief 
Administrative Officer at HopeWest. “They do so 
much with so little,” explained Terri. “With a team of 
just 5 people and 50 volunteers, Ilembula Palliative 
Care serves thousands of people with serious illness 
every year throughout rural Tanzania.”  

Since the initial trip, two more visits have been 
made by HopeWest employees and volunteers. The 
program director from Ilembula  Palliative Care has 
even made a trip to the United States – each of these 
trips making the relationship even stronger.  

Through fundraising efforts, approximately $50,000 
in support has been given since the beginning of 
the partnership to Ilembula Palliative Care, helping 
sustain and grow their mission to serve patients in 
their rural Tanzanian community.

Interested in becoming part of the partnership? 
Visit HopeWestCO.org to donate or learn more!

HopeWest Kids Grief Counselor Adrianne Wagner 
gives a presentation on coping with grief to the 
Illembula Kids Club. Kids Club educates children with 
HIV about the disease and how to care for themselves 
to prevent complications. Adrianne is one of three 
HopeWest staff members who visited our Illembula 
sister hospice in 2015.

Left: Samuel – an HIV patient in Illembula – had 
been unable to get out of bed for four years prior to 
receiving help from the palliative care team. 

Right: A HopeWest nurse spontaneously sings with 
Hazel Miller at the HopeWest Africa Partnership’s 
recent benefit concert Rhythms for Africa. The concert 
raised more than $8,500 to support care in Illembula!

HopeWest Chaplain Scott Hogue presents George Arnold 
with an honorary quilt for George to keep.

HopeWest We Honor Veterans 
committee recognizes patients

The We Honor Veterans committee at 
HopeWest has been in full swing since 
2011. This committee is made up of a group 
of employees and volunteers under the 
leadership of Beth Brown, RN, longtime Nurse 
at HopeWest and advocate for veterans. 

The committee is dedicated to recognizing 
veterans, enhancing education based on 
veteran’s needs, identifying resources and 
collaborating with our local community.

“We recognize those who served and 
genuinely appreciate the sacrifices they 
made for this country. At HopeWest we 
understand that veterans may have unique 
needs as they age and we are honored 

that they come to us for care. Our staff 
and volunteers are provided with ongoing 
education to better serve our veteran 
patients,” said Beth Brown.

Each veteran patient is recognized with a 
special, private pinning ceremony. In addition, 
veterans staying in the Hospice Care Center 
are honored with handmade blue star quilt 
wall hangings and intricate patriotic lap quilts 
during their stay. These special treasures are 
handmade by dedicated volunteers, Caring 
Hands & Hearts quilt group and Colorado 
West Quilters Guild. 

What an honor it is to serve our veteran 
patients as they so bravely served our 
country.

“George chose the quilt with a 
rail fence pattern because it 

reminded him of the quilts his 
grandmother used to make and 
one he used to sleep under as 

a child. The way these patriotic 
quilts touch veteran’s lives, it’s 
just incredible. It’s so rewarding 
to give back to them after what 

they’ve done for our country.” 

– HopeWest Social Worker, Cindy Webb
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Join your friends and neighbors 
in changing the world  

The Circle of Hope
One person’s generosity has the power to inspire 
hope in others. The Circle of Hope is a monthly giving 
club that helps us be there every day for those facing 
serious illness and grief. 

A monthly donation of $10 will have a tremendous 
impact on the lives of your friends and neighbors. 

Every gift matters. Join the Circle of Hope 
today by visiting HopeWestCO.org. $50 a month = $600 a year 

Ensures a community member and his family 
will receive exceptional nursing care through our 
hospice program for two weeks.

$10 a month = $120 a year 
Helps four kids attend our healing grief support 
camps for a weekend. 

$25 a month = $300 a year 
Provides a community member with pain and 
symptom management through our Transitions 
program for one week. 

Our Circle of Hope monthly giving club members assure help is always there. 

What your support can do:

Bringing back smiles
The power of your support is noticed on every 
single child’s face who attended Itty Bitty 
Camp this year. Our little campers may have 
come somewhat nervous, not knowing what 
to expect but they left with big smiles. 
Itty Bitty Camp is for kids entering kindergarten 
through 2nd grade who have lost a loved one. 
Because these little hearts grieve differently than 
older kids, they have their own day camp. 

This year’s theme was Musical Grief Journey. 
Children had ongoing support from adult volunteers 
and staff members and were able to connect with 
other children who have experienced the death 
of a loved one. There was a variety of activities 
throughout the day and we even had a donated 
photo booth where children were able to have a 
picture taken in costume. They sure had a lot of fun 
dressing up!

The day closed with a discussion of coping skills and 
a memorial activity where each child decorated a star 
in honor of their loved one.  

It is only through our donor’s support of time and 
money that we are able to provide this life changing 
camp. Thank you! 

Itty Bitty Camp 2016 – Musical Grief Journey

Above: Itty Bitty Camper enjoys dressing up for the 
photo booth. Below: Campers memorialized their 
loved ones by creating a personalized gold star to 
line the walk way outside the HopeWest Hospice 
Care Center.

For more information about HopeWest Kids, 
visit HopeWestCO.org or call (970) 245-5377.
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Memorial Donations
given May 1 – May 31 
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Thomas B. Beach
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Patricia Kay O’Neal 
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Paonia Garden Club

Marcia Dean Norton
Raymond and Mary 
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and farmhands

William E. Noxon
Carolyn Noxon
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Richard and Claire Atkins
Charles and Linda Sours 
and Family
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Alice Kramer
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Schurr Family
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Howard and Diane Revie
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Fred and Helen 
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Dr. Amy Bratteli and 
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John Vanderpool
Holly Vanderpool
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Honoring Lives.
Changing Lives.

Because of your support, HopeWest Kids is able to 
provide grief support to more than 700 children 

across western Colorado each year.

Children at Camp Good Grief experience a weekend of activities focused 
on coping with grief. On the last day of camp, all campers attend a 
personalized memorial service where each child recognizes his or her 
loved one by lighting a candle in their honor. HopeWest Kids is only 
possible through philanthropy and this camp is just one of the many ways 
your contribution helps our community’s youth.
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Our board feature this 
month is the Montrose 
Advisory Board

Betty Degesie-LaRose  
Ellen Fetterolf  
Judy Ann Files  
Fletcher Flower  
Sue Frank  
Carla Gallegos-Fox  
Bryan Gieszl, M.D.  
Dave Gordon  
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Paul Gray  
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Tom Hillhouse  
Jim Kitchell  
Allison Nadel, Chair  
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John W. Nelson  
Pastor Steve Reinhard  
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Barbara Seelye 

News to Friends 
is published by HopeWest. 
Comments and suggestions 
are welcome. Please 
call Jenny Marquez at 
(970) 263-2182.

HopeWestCO.org

Receive News to Friends electronically
Would you like to receive News to Friends in your 
inbox instead of your mailbox? Sign-up to receive 

our newsletter via email at HopeWestCO.org.

Stay up-to-date. Like us on Facebook!

Christy Whitney 
Borchard

Malene S. Davis 

Jami Davis
DeMarchis Family 

Foundation

Mike 
Gallegos

Carla Gallegos-Fox

A meaningful way to honor special people in your life. 
Those honored during the month of May: 

Consider acknowledging birthdays, anniversaries 
or special occasions with an honorary gift to HopeWest.

Helen Love
HopeWest Senior 
Leadership Team

Cherie Mitchie
HopeWest Senior 
Leadership Team


